Equalities Impact Assessment

Registers of Scotland Land Registration (Scotland) Bill Consultation

What is the purpose of the proposed policy (or changes to be made to the policy)?
The Bill will implement the Scottish Law Commission (SLC) Report No. 222 on Land Registration.  The Report can be found at http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/publications/reports/2010-present/ .
The purpose of the Bill is to improve the system of Land Registration in Scotland.  The Bill will also make amendments to the Requirements of Writing (Scotland) Act 1995 to permit electronic conveyancing.

Who is affected by the policy or who is intended to benefit from the proposed policy and how?

The policy will impact on land owners, tenants and other parties with an interest in land.  It will also impact on conveyancing practitioners, mortgage lenders and the general public using the Land Register to obtain information.  The benefits include reducing complexity; improvements to the mapping of registered titles to land; improvements to the state guarantee of title; additional protection for buyers during the purchase process; enablement of electronic conveyancing; improving the law in relation to inaccuracies in the Land Register and how they are dealt with; and permitting the achievement of a single, complete and accessible Land Register containing data for all land in Scotland.

How have you, or will you, put the policy into practice, and who is or will be delivering it?

The Keeper of the Registers of Scotland is publishing and will analyse responses to this consultation in order to assist Scottish Ministers in considering whether to introduce a new Land Registration Bill into the Scottish Parliament.  Any Bill will depend on the responses to this consultation, the wishes of Scottish Government and the availability of Parliamentary time.  Registers of Scotland will continue to be responsible for maintaining the Land Register and for implementing the various proposed changes to the existing system if the proposed Bill is duly enacted.

How does the policy fit into our wider or related policy initiatives?

The Bill will simplify, update and improve property and registration law in Scotland, attracting businesses to Scotland and increasing investor certainty.
Have the resources for your policy been allocated?

Resources have been allocated for the current consultation.  Following consultation, if the Scottish Ministers are minded to introduce the Bill consideration will be given to allocating resource in connection with passage and implementation of the Bill.

What do you already know about the diverse needs and/or experiences of your target audience?

Registers of Scotland is not aware of any impact that the new legislation would have on any of the six equality strands of age, disability, gender lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender, race or religion and belief.

What else do you need to know to help you understand the diverse needs and/or experiences of your target audience?

Registers of Scotland is not aware of any evidence that the proposals affect different groups in different ways. 
What does the information you have tell you about how this policy might impact positively or negatively on the different groups within the target audience?

There is no evidence that the Bill has any differential or discriminatory impact on persons defined by any of the six equality strands of age, disability, gender lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender, race or religion and belief.

Will you be making any changes to your policy?

Since this assessment has concluded that the Bill does not discriminate persons defined by age, disability, sexual orientation, race and religion and belief, no changes are required to address these issues.  Should consultation responses disclose any potential discrimination issues, the policy will as necessary be reconsidered.

Does your policy provide the opportunity to promote equality of opportunity or good relations?

Whilst the Bill does not discriminate against persons defined by any of the equalities sectors, the subject matter is such that it does not present any material opportunities to promote equal opportunities or good relations.

Based on the work you have done - rate the level of relevance of your policy

There is no evidence that people from different groups or communities are, or could be, affected differently (either positively or negatively) by the new legislation.
Do you need to carry out a further impact assessment? 

No

Please explain how you will monitor and evaluate this policy to measure progress

Registers of Scotland will employ project based methodology to manage the implementation of the Bill and this will include post implementation review.  Existing consultative arrangements with stakeholders will continue to be employed in this regard.
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